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recognition of the long-felt need and aspirations of Telugu
people in the erstwhile Madras Province. It was formally
inaugurated at Vijayawada, on the 26th of April, 1926 with
the Governor of Madras, Lord Goschen, as Chancellor and
the Maharaj Saheb of Bobbili as Pro-Chancellor. Dr. C.R.
Reddy, who was the moving spirit behind this project and
who had done everything for its planning, was chosen as
Founder Vice-Chancellor and Mr. C.D.S, Chetti of the
Madras Education Department as the First Registrar.

The University Library also began its existence in
1.926 along with the birth of the University at Vijayawada.
The Library was started with a nucleus of 5,400 volumes
donated by Rao Bahadur D. Lakshminarayana, an Andhra
industrialist and philanthropist of Nagpur. In the initial
years, the University was entrusted with the job of setting
up of administrative organisation and granting affiliations.
Later, the university was shifted from Vijayawada to
Waltair in September, 1930 and began functioning in a
building called the 'Hotel Cecil' with a ground of 53 acres
around it.

The University began functioning with a handful of
teachers and a small number of students from 1931-32.
Soon, the departments grew, students increased and the
staff increased upto 60. The library collection went upto
9,000 in 1932.

Dr. C.R. Reddy resigned his Vice-Chancellorship in
1931 and Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the then Professor of
Philosophy in Calcutta University, was chosen as his suc-
cessor. During the peridd from May, 1931 to May, 1936,
the University has grown in size. A number of teaching
faculties like Telugu, Philosophy, Mathematics, History,
Physics and Chemistry were introduced. The Arts College,
College of Science and Technology and three hostel blocks
were set up in the. Campus. In 1933, there came a remar-
kable benefaction for the 'university from the Rajah Saheb
of Jeypore, Sir Vikram Deo Varma, who promised a dona-
tion of one lakh of rupees each year for the development